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The struggle entered a new and revolutionary phase on October
17 when Indian workers in the Newcastle collieries came out on
strike against the £3 tax. Gandhiji asked the strikers to deny
themselves employees' rations and to court arrest or proceed to the
Volksrust border. In an effort to educate the mine-owners, Gandhiji
addressed their conference.
The third phase of the struggle began with the "Great March"
on November 6, when he led over two thousand strikers into the
Transvaal in a "striking demonstration" against the iniquitous £3
tax. Between November 7 and 11 Gandhiji was arrested thrice
and released twice on bail. He was finally sentenced, at Dundee,
to nine months with hard labour or £60 fine. He chose prison.
He was tried again on November 14, and sentenced on other
counts to three months.
Meanwhile, the strike had spread from the collieries to the
railways, sugar refineries, dock and corporation works; between
7,000 and 8,000 workers were reported off work on November 8.
Acts of official violence occurred, with the inevitable rousing of
public opinion abroad. Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy, speaking at
Madras on November 29, gave expression to his growing concern
and sympathy for the Passive Resisters.
The evolution of official policy in regard to the Indian problem,
during the rest of this period, can be traced in the official corres-
pondence, particularly the Governor-General's confidential des-
patches to the British Colonial Office; here are found the only avail-
able reports of some of Gandhiji's interviews with high officials. Of
the course of events that followed Gandhiji's incarceration, as, in-
deed, of the entire Indian struggle in South Africa from 1894 to
1914, an authoritative editorial (vide Appendix XXVIII.) in the
Golden Number of Indian Opinion, December 1914, offers a brief,
general survey. In chronicle fashion it speaks of " .,. Lord Hardin-
ge's famous speech at Madras, in which he placed himself at the
head of Indian public opinion, and his demand for a Commission of
Inquiry, the energetic efforts of Lord Ampthill's Committee, the
hurried intervention of the Imperial authorities, the appointment
over the heads of the Indian community of a Commission whose
personnel could not satisfy the Indians, the discharge of the leaders,
whose advice to ignore the Commission was almost entirely accepted,
the arrival of Messrs Andrews and Pearson and their wonderful
work of reconciliation, the deaths of Hurbatsingh and Valliamma,
the strained position relieved only by the interruption of the second
European strike, when Mr. Gandhi once more undertook not to
hamper the Government whilst they had their hands full with the

